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Tech. Sgt. Jim Moser

Tweet tweaking
Dyncorp employees Ken Barton and Craig Varian adjust a T-37 Tweet throttle. DynCorp performs aircraft
maintenance for all flying squadrons on Columbus AFB, totaling more than 200 planes.

Airman Cecilia Rodriguez
Public Affairs

The 14th Flying Training Wing
Services Division is actively seeking
suggestions from active-duty and
retired enlisted servicemembers to bet-
ter serve the patrons of the base enlist-
ed lounge. 

A focus group met March 26 to dis-
cuss suggestions for improvement. Out
of approximately 500 enlisted person-
nel, seven senior NCOs, seven NCOs
and one Airman attended the meeting.

“Participation was good, but we
would like to see more lower-ranking
enlisted and someone from the retiree

community in attendance to get their
perspectives,” said Pam Wickham,
focus group facilitator.

The group’s recommendations in-
cluded: Theme nights such as beach
parties, Monte Carlo nights and
squadron competitions; beverage spe-
cials and frozen drinks; better quality
entertainment including bands and
comedians; and making food available
in the lounge later at night. 

“If club members don’t take the time
to identify their wants or offer sugges-
tions for improvement, then they’re
going to lose that opportunity to boost
morale within the enlisted corps,” said
Staff Sgt. Michael Knipmeyer, 14th
Civil Engineer Squadron, who was

also in attendance at the March 26
meeting. 

“The club has to make a certain
amount of money to stay open. If it
doesn’t make the money it needs to
operate, then we’re going to miss out.” 

The services division remains hope-
ful.

“We are always open to new ideas,
programs and services, but to accom-
plish that, we need the help of the Air
Force servicemembers,” Ms. Wickham
said. “We just want to better serve the
Columbus AFB community.”

The next enlisted lounge focus
group meets at 9 a.m. May 7 at the
enlisted lounge. For more information,
call Ext. 2337.

Airmen, SVS work to improve lounge

T-1A Goal: 2814 hrs. Flown: 2882.1 hrs. T-37 Goal: 3066  Flown: 3396 T-38C Goal: 1479 Flown: 1722Mission Report
As of Wednesday Flying hours: Monday: 6 a.m.-6:15 p.m.; Tuesday: 6 a.m.-7 p.m.; Wednesday: 6 a.m.- 11:30 a.m.; Thursday: 6 a.m.-6:15 p.m.; April 23: 6 a.m.-7 p.m.

RANDOLPH AFB, Texas — Some Air Force fami-
lies with children entering their senior year of high
school may get to stay longer at their current duty sta-
tions thanks to a new policy announced in March.

“In today’s environment of deployments and high
operations tempo, it’s important that we alleviate stress
on families wherever we can,” said Chief Master Sgt. of
the Air Force Gerald Murray. “This initiative is designed
to do that.”

The High School Seniors Assignment Deferment
Program allows senior master sergeants and below, and
officers up through the rank of lieutenant colonel, to
apply for a one-year assignment deferment. Back-to-
back deferments may be possible, and dual-military cou-
ples may also apply.

Even with the changes, officials said the mission
comes first and will be the overriding factor in granting
deferments. 

“Requests will be considered on a case-by-case basis,”
said Col. Kathleen Grabowski, Air Force Personnel
Center chief of assignment programs and procedures.
“The goal is to approve as many requests as mission
needs allow without being unfair, but the reality is that
some requests won’t be possible due to Air Force needs.
We’ll work with people as we always have,” she said. 

To be eligible, the senior in high school must be a
dependent of and living with the Airman requesting the
deferment, and he or she must be enrolled in the Defense
Enrollment Eligibility System, she said. 

Officers will need to apply before being put on assign-
ment while enlisted people will not apply until after
being matched to an assignment, said Master Sgt. Letty
Inabinet, assignment procedures superintendent.
Applications are available from military personnel
flights and commander support staffs.

Officials estimate that annually 20 to 25 percent of
officers and senior noncommissioned officers have chil-
dren entering their senior year of high school, and per-
haps one third of those could be eligible for assignment
in a given year, officials said.

The policy makes official what was already informal-
ly being done whenever possible in the past, Colonel
Grabowski said. In some cases, assignments teams were
already successfully working with Airmen to allow fam-
ilies stability when children were preparing to graduate,
she said.

For more information about this and other personnel
programs, call the Air Force Contact Center toll free at
(800) 616-3775 or visit www.afpc.randolph.af.mil.
(Courtesy of AFPC News Service)

Families of high-school
seniors may get to stay
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Officers leave careers to chance without plan
RANDOLPH AFB, Texas — Recent

statistics show that a significant percentage
of Air Force officers have not completed or
updated the mandatory form detailing
future assignments and development
opportunities. 

The Transitional Officer Development
Plan went into effect November and so far
more than 30 percent of officers, lieutenant
colonel and below, have not completed the
form, officials said.

“This is an officer’s direct communica-
tion tool in the force-development
process,” said Col. Kathleen Grabowski,
Air Force Personnel Center chief of assign-
ments programs and procedures.

“Development teams use these forms to
review an officer’s career goals and recom-
mend the best developmental vector for
each officer.”

If the form isn’t completed, development
teams have zero input from the officer or
their commanders, said Col. Dave Nuckles,
deputy chief of assignment programs and
procedures. “The sooner people get their
form done the better.”

Each career field’s development team
will meet at least twice every year, he said.
It’s up to the officer and commander to
ensure the form is current before the team
meets.

Rated officer development teams are

already preparing to meet and have set the
following deadlines for submission:

— April 19, Air Force Special Opera-
tions Command and combat Air Force offi-
cers. 

— July 9, all remaining rated officers. 
While the form is similar to the old

“preference worksheet,” there are differ-
ences. It requires officers to consider long-
range career plans and goals, not just their
next assignment preferences, Colonel
Nuckle said. It also provides an opportuni-
ty for feedback from the development
teams to the officer.

“Submitting a T-ODP is not something to
be put off for tomorrow,” said Maj. Jon

Olekszyk, 14th Flying Training Wing com-
mander’s action group. “It needs to be done
today. I don’t want the personnel center
making decisions about my future without
my input or my commander’s. This won’t
just affect your next assignment. It could
affect your entire career path.”

Officers can contact their assignment
teams for more information about T-ODP
submission timelines. To fill out a form,
officers must log on to the Assignment
Management System at https://afas.afpc.
randolph.af.mil/amsweb/master.cfm.
(Courtesy of AFPC News Service)

Top honors
Tech. Sgt. Jody Edwards, 14th Mission Support Squadron, receives the Air
Education and Training Command honor guard program manager of the year
award April 8 at Lackland AFB, Texas. He will compete at the Air Force level.

Melissa Edwards

Librarians encourage people to turn off TVs, pick up books
POPE AFB, N.C. — As National Library Week kicks off

Monday, Air Force librarians are encouraging people to visit
their base library for a refreshing change from another night
of channel surfing. 

Libraries throughout the Air Force offer many programs
for active-duty Airmen, retirees, spouses and children. Some
programs libraries offer include story hours, introduction to
computers, summer reading programs and research assis-
tance.

“The base library has many materials and services our cus-
tomers may not be aware of,” said Linda Dodson, Columbus
AFB library director. “We have resources such as test prepa-
ration information, Internet computers, audio books, music

CDs, computers with children’s software, and much more.”
The library provides educational support for those enrolled

in school or looking to earn college-level credits through the
College Level Examination Program.

“With the big push on education by the Air Force, we give
a tremendous amount of support to active-duty military and
their educational goals,” said Faye Couture, Pope library
director.

Another benefit of the library reaches beyond the base
gates. People can donate paperback books to the library to
encourage deployed Airmen to read. The Pope AFB library
staff has sent hundreds of books to Airmen overseas and will
continue to do so as long as books are donated. 

Parents who are separated from their children can also pro-
mote reading. 

People can come in, record their favorite stories and send
their children the tapes.

Whether it is academic, professional or just for fun, Air
Force libraries have something for everyone, providing
enough reasons to turn the television off and curl up with a
good book.

The Columbus AFB library is also hosting a National
Library Week poetry contest for all school-age children and
adults. The contest’s theme is “Vote 4 Books, Elect 2 Read.”

For more information, call the library at Ext. 2934.
(Courtesy of the 43rd Airlift Wing Public Affairs.)

BlAZe SpoRTS DAY 
ApRIl 21

A base-wide sports day event is at
12:30 p.m. Wednesday at Freedom Park.
Events include a 10K bike race, a 5K
combat run, stretcher carry relay, fire
truck pull, softball, basketball, golf chip
challenge, tug-of-war, bowling and
horseshoes. 

All military and DoD personnel are
invited to spend the duty day participating in the events.
Flying ends at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday and the 14th Medical
Group will close at noon for the event. 

To sign up, contact a unit sports representative. For more
information, call Master Sgt. Shelli Fisher Ext. 3134 or
Master Sgt. Michael Mancil at Ext. 2316.
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Earth Day 
An Earth Day event is from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. today at

Freedom Park. More than 400 Columbus 3rd graders are
expected to attend. Environmental professionals will set up
learning stations to teach children how to care for the envi-
ronment. For more information, call Ext. 7406.

Arbor Day tree planting
Base officials will plant trees at 2:30 p.m. today at the

child development center in honor of Arbor Day. For more
information, call Ext. 7958.

Holocaust remembrance day lunch
A luncheon in honor of Holocaust Remembrance Day,

Yom HaShoah, is at noon today at the chapel annex. A light
lunch will be provided at no cost, and the guest speaker is
Dr. Thomas Velec of the Mississippi University for
Women. For more information, call Mike Meggs at Ext.
2116. 

Relay For Life 
The 12-hour Lowndes County Relay for Life starts at

6 p.m. today and ends at 6 a.m. Saturday. 
Teams of eight to 15 people will camp out and take turns

walking around the Saunders Field on Highway 45 next to
the Master Host Inn hotel in downtown Columbus. 

Sponsored by the American Cancer Society, the goal is
for each team to raise $1000 for the fight against cancer. 

Team members are reminded to meet their obligations,
and all participants are reminded to dress comfortably and
for the weather. For more information, call 1st Lt. Ariol
Paz at Ext. 2666.

Bishop’s visit
The Most Reverend Bishop Joseph Latino from Jackson,

Miss., will be confirming seven candidates in the sacra-
ment of confirmation at 5:30 p.m. Saturday at the Prince of
Peace church on base. All are invited to attend. For more
information, call the chapel at Ext. 2500.

Dorm dinner
April’s dorm dinner is at 5 p.m. Thursday at the chapel

annex. The menu includes hamburgers and hot dogs grilled
by the Top 3. To donate a side item for the dinner, drop it
off at the chapel by 4:30 p.m. Thursday. Drawings will be
held for door prizes, and a Bible study will follow the din-
ner for those who are interested. For more information, call
the chapel at Ext. 2500 or a first sergeant.

Firearms registration notice
All base housing residents are required to register their

firearms with the 14th Security Forces Squadron within 10
calendar days from the date of acquisition. Firearms own-
ers can pick up Air Force Form 1314 at the 14th SFS
armory. The forms must be signed by unit commanders
and returned to the armory. 

Firearms must remain unloaded and be afforded maxi-
mum protection against theft and access by children or
unauthorized personnel. For more information, call the
14th SFS at Ext. 7129.                                    

Airman 1st Class Boto Best
Public Affairs

All Columbus AFB personnel who
have volunteered over the past year
are invited to a Volunteer Appreciation
Coffee at 2 p.m. April 23 at the family
support center.

The event is in honor of National
Volunteer Week, celebrated Sunday
through April 24. 

“During this 30th annual National
Volunteer Week, we would like to rec-
ognize the hard work and dedication
of the many volunteers at Columbus
AFB,” said Shirley Pinckney, base
volunteer coordinator. 

This year’s theme is “Volunteers-
Inspire by Example,” reflecting the
spirit of the American tradition of
neighbors helping neighbors.

Within the past year, many
Columbus AFB volunteers have given
their time on and off base in support of
events such as Habitat for Humanity,
the Sept. 11 Day to Care, downtown
events such as the annual Market
Street Festival, and a search-and-res-
cue mission in Starkville, Miss., to
help find a missing toddler.

At the event, the Col. Stephen
Wilson, 14th Flying Training Wing
commander, will present volunteer
excellence awards to three individu-
als. 

“These awards are different from
the Volunteer of the Quarter and
Volunteer of the Year awards,” Ms.

Pinckney said.
Supervisors are asked to submit

names and photos of staff members
who have volunteered in the past year
to FSC@columbus.af.mil.

Cake and snacks will also be served. 
For more information, call the fam-

ily support center at Ext. 2790.

CAFB celebrates volunteerism

Airmen 1st Class Clay Holmes, Ronnie Boothe and Justin Gruner, 14th
Operations Support Squadron, help search for a missing 3-year-old
March 29 in Starkville, Miss. More than 75 Airmen volunteered.

Airman 1st Class Boto Best

Taste of the mission
Gennifer Taloney, Military Affairs Committee member, straps down for a ride in a T-37 simulator, as Tom Marsh
and Dave McIntosh, simulator instructors, prepare her for the ride. Ten MAC members visited Columbus AFB
Wednesday to meet with officials and tour the base. The MAC is made up of local community leaders.

Airman 1st Class Boto Best
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Last week's Straight Talk stated that
the problem with our stock of DoD
stickers for vehicles had been
resolved.

Unfortunately, the Air Force is
continuing to have supply problems
with the contractor responsible for
these stickers. 

For now, we must limit distribution
to active duty, civilian employees, and

contractors assigned to or working at
Columbus AFB. Temporary passes
will be issued to all other personnel.

We will inform the BLAZE team as
soon as this problem is resolved.  I
appreciate your continued patience
concerning this inconvenience.

Col. Stephen Wilson
14th Flying Training Wing commander

The Straight Talk Line is your direct line to the commander for comments and sug-
gestions on how to make Columbus AFB better. Although the Straight Talk Line is
always available, the best way to resolve problems is through the chain of command.

The Straight Talk Line phone number is 434-7058. Callers should leave their full
name and phone number to receive an answer. All names are kept confidential.
Messages are answered in the Silver Wings without names.

Written questions may also be brought to the public affairs office in the wing
headquarters building, Bldg. 724. 

People can also access the Straight Talk program through the Blazeweb at
https://columbusweb and the main website at www.columbus.af.mil. 

Questions and answers will be edited for brevity.

STRAIGHT TALK LINE
Availability of DOD stickers for vehicles on base

Chief of wing safety asks for CAFB community’s help
Lt. Col. Greg Schwartz
14th Flying Training Wing

As I sat down to think of
what wisdom I would attempt
to impart upon the masses of
Silver Wings readers out
there, I had flashbacks to
college days when writer’s
block would inevitably set in
the night before the paper was due and I was finally
ready to get started. Well, here I am again with that
same blank piece of paper staring me in the face and
that familiar “I’m never going to get this done by
tomorrow” voice echoing through my skull. Deadlines
tend to enhance the effects of mental constipation and
the obvious answer to my dilemma was echoed in my
wife’s words, “You need help!”

What a great idea. Although I suspect she was
referring to mental health type of help, I figured I’d
base this expose entirely on asking for your help ... and
that is exactly what I’m doing.

The past few weeks have seen troubling trends in the
training command as a whole. We’ve lost five
servicemembers and five more were seriously injured,
including a 9-month-old child. Out of three motorcycle
accidents, one airman was killed, and out of four

attempted suicides, one was successful. A child nearly
drowned in a backyard wading pool while left
unattended and is in critical condition as I write. And as
most of you are aware, two pilots were killed in an
aircraft accident in Georgia. Could all of these have
been prevented? Maybe not; but I do believe some of
them could have, and that is why I’m asking for your
help today.

None of this has happened here at Columbus ... but
could it?  Statistics, if you believe them, tell us we’ve
been virtually mishap free for a long time, and we are
due. I don’t have much faith in statistics; they’ve never
done me much good in Las Vegas. If statistics were
law, then someone in Nevada owes me big time!  

I do believe in trends though, and I see potential
trouble on the horizon. Spot checks from unit safety
folks, as well as my own staff, show that seatbelt usage
is not what it should be. And this is where I need your
help. I need someone out there to fill me in on why it’s
not a good idea to have a child in a seatbelt or a car
seat, or why it’s a good idea to take your seatbelt off
once you pass through the gate on your way to town.
Maybe it’s the writer’s block returning, but I just can’t
come up with a reason that passes the sanity check. 

What possible benefit do you get from leaving you
seatbelt hanging useless by your side? Can you get out
of your car one second faster and save yourself six or

seven seconds every day? Does the seat belt wrinkle
your dress or your jacket? Is it uncomfortable? Or
maybe it restricts your movement, and you can’t reach
into the back seat to pick up your child’s toy while
you’re screaming down the interstate at 70 miles per
hour. And what about the children? Do they scream
because they don’t like being in those car seats? I know
mine did, but we turned the radio up and they
eventually got used to it. 

Maybe they just don’t realize that when your car is
involved in a collision, it is going to stop ... now. If you
aren’t strapped into that car, you or your child will not
stop. The windshield will slow you down a little. And if
you hit a truck carrying mattresses at a favorable angle,
they may stop you in such a manner so that you’ll live.
But I haven’t seen many mattress trucks in town lately
... have you?

We lost over 50 people last year to motor vehicle
accidents in the Air Force. Eleven of those were not
wearing their seatbelts. Regulations require us to wear
seatbelts while on base. I can enforce that. But if you
take your seatbelt off when you leave the base, then
I’m failing miserably. That’s where I really need your
help. Buckle up because it’s the smart thing to do, not
just because it’s the law. And if you do have a good
reason not to buckle up, please bring it to my attention
so I can clear this terrible writer’s block!
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Chief Master Sgt. Doug Hodge
65th Air Base Wing command chief

LAJES FIELD, Azores — Finance guru Tom Peters
was right when he said, “If a window of opportunity
appears, don’t pull down the shade.”

For those of us serving in the Air Force, the sun
shines brightly through a very large window. It
overlooks many different prospects for change,
promotion and advancement. From education to
recognition, the door to opportunity is always labeled
“push.”

I’ve been fortunate to see many opportunities over
the course my own career. I finished my Community
College of the Air Force degree. I branched out from
my career field and held positions in the professional
military education field, including commandant of an
NCO Academy.

Those same opportunities are available to you

without discrimination. How close are you to a CCAF
associate’s degree? You may be closer than you think,
and spring graduation is just around the corner.

No one can deny the military is the best deal for
getting a bachelor’s degree. With 100-percent tuition
assistance and classes that flex around your schedule,
the education office and the schools offering advanced
degree programs are ready to serve.

Meanwhile, training opportunities abound. Have you
attended the First-Term Airman Center class? Have you
gotten Airman Leadership School out of the way?
When are you headed to the NCO Academy?

Sometime after you read this, look at the jobs
available to you on the EQUAL Plus list. How many
will you find? 

Special duty assignments as military training
instructors, military training leaders, professional
military education instructors, office of special
investigation agents, recruiters and more await.

The Air Force needs more people to look at the big
picture — to look for assignments that may not
necessarily turn a wrench or march a patrol. Is that
you? Or will you just be filling the squares you believe
need filling?

To round out your view out this window of
opportunity, seek and engage the hundreds of volunteer
openings at your base. 

Every day I see something new, from a burger burn
to a car wash. Awards dinners, celebrations, ceremonies
and other events are always looking for people with
energy, ability and a smile.

There is so much more. The education counselors,
career adviser supervisors, first sergeants and others are
your first stop to pushing the door open.

As we continue our mission of providing support to
the world’s premiere air and space force, remember to
leave the shade up on the window of opportunity that’s
open to you. 

From education to recognition, door to opportunity always labeled ‘push’

We shouldn’t forget our liberties came with high price
Kari Tilton
Ogden Air Logistics Center 

HILL AFB, Utah — Today started out to be “one of
those days.” My inability to roll out of bed to my blaring
alarm at 5:30 a.m., sharp, snowballed.

The outfit I was planning to wear had a stain that I
didn’t notice yesterday, and wouldn’t you know it,
everything else in my closet was wrinkled.

Ironing at 5:45 a.m. isn’t usually on my to-do list, but I
was pleased to be able to watch the morning
news while I did my chores. “Politics,
politics, politics,” I sigh to myself. “Can’t we
just all get along?”

When I let my dog out to take care of her
morning must-dos, she quickly began barking at
something lurking in the bushes. Sworn to protect our
family at any cost and ignorant to my reassurances, she
refused to come in the house.

Hot steam poured from my flaring nostrils as I chased
her around the back yard, yelling in a whisper as to not
wake the neighbors. Did I mention it was 21 degrees
outside?

My daughter, age 5, was less than cooperative in getting
herself dressed for school. Of course, I can’t blame her.

She’s in kindergarten now and has a lot on her mind.
Where did she put the stuffed kitten that she wanted to
take for show-and-tell today?

While she searched, I scanned the fully-stocked
cupboards, looking for something she might actually eat. 

We settled on an instant breakfast shake and an apple.
She didn’t want the skin. To keep the peace, I peeled.

Finally in the car and on our way, I gave myself a little
internal pat on the back, impressed by my ability to pull
things together and get out the door only 10 minutes late. 

As we sat at our fourth stoplight of the morning — I
always get the red ones when I’m running late — my
daughter pointed out a large U.S. flag, illuminated
and swaying in the light morning breeze. 

“Mom, the red stripes are for all the blood shed for our
country,” she said. “My teacher told me. I can’t remember
what the white stripes are for, though, mom. Do you
know?”

In an instant, my thoughts did an about-face as I
stumbled to answer her question. 

“I think the white stripes stand for our nation’s pure
ideals,” I said.

I tried to keep it simple. “That means everyone has the
same rights. We are all allowed to believe what we want,
to say what we feel, to go to church where we choose, to
learn, to have dreams and to have jobs. Some people, in

other countries, don’t have those rights. Our
country is special,” I added.

“Oh,” she says staring out the car
window. I don’t think she
understood.

“Mom,” she continued, “did you
put a good juice box in my

backpack, or one of those yucky ones?” Her 5-
year-old, faster-than-the-speed-of-light

attention span had shifted.
I sat in silence for the rest of our
drive together and I pondered the

flag. My daughter hummed
quietly, without a care in

the world. “What a
lucky little girl she is

to have been born under this flag,” I thought to myself.
Later, sitting in front of my computer, gulping down my

first cup of coffee, I couldn’t shake our early morning
discussion. I wanted to know more about our flag. A quick
Internet search took me to a well-known poem written by
Ruth Apperson Rous.

“I am the flag of the United States of America. I was
born on June 14, 1777, in Philadelphia.

“My red stripes proclaim the fearless courage and
integrity of American men and boys and the self-sacrifice
and devotion of American mothers and daughters. My
white stripes stand for liberty and equality for all. My blue
is the blue of heaven, loyalty and faith. 

“I represent these eternal principles; liberty, justice and
humanity...”

The poem reads on ... “Americans, I am the sacred
emblem of your country. I symbolize your birthright, your
heritage of liberty purchased with blood and sorrow...”

The poem ends with these words ... “God grant that I
may spend eternity in my ‘land of the free and the home
of the brave’ and that I shall ever be known as ‘Old
Glory,’ the flag of the United States of America.”

Today, my daughter helped me realize just how lucky I
am. It seems that so many of us take our liberties for
granted.

Caught up in the whirl of daily activities, we complain
about our “problems” — the housework, our jobs, our
politicians. We get tired and we don’t want to cook, so we
eat out.

We should be thankful to carry burdens like these. Most
can dream the great dreams intended by our forebearers.

As the red stripes in our flag remind us, we shouldn’t
forget that our liberties came with a high price. Many

have, as my daughter said, shed their blood to guarantee
these freedoms.

The United States flag is both a symbol of triumph
and that of great sacrifice. And, while we enjoy the
spoils of the triumph, we should never forget the
painful sacrifices made by so many.
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Mission-ready warriors: CAFB supports front lines
Airman Cecilia Rodriguez
Public Affairs

The airport lobby echoed with faint farewell wishes as
the servicemembers kissed their loved ones good-bye. The
tear-stained faces of those left behind watched as the troops
headed toward the departure gate. 

The sacrifice made by mission-ready Airmen every time
they leave their homes, families and friends for a
deployment is Service before self at one of its most
influential moments.

“Besides saying goodbye to my own family, I felt bad
having made the choice to separate Tech. Sgt. [Mark]
Deahl and Staff Sgt. [Matthew] Smith from their families
as well,” said Maj. Bryan Stokstad, 14th Flying Training
Wing Comptroller Flight commander, who chose Sergeants
Deahl and Smith to deploy and join his financial
management team in southwest Asia. “It wasn’t easy
watching them give [their families] final hugs with tears in
their eyes.”

Airmen spend months preparing for deployment —
finishing checklists, completing refresher training, and
treating and tailoring uniforms. 

But ensuring family members are adequately prepared is
also important.

Servicemembers as well as their families experience
emotional adjustments before deploying.

An eye-opening experience fell upon Major Stokstad one
night when his 6-year-old daughter, unable to sleep,
approached him while he watched television. 

“She lay down next to me, gave me a big hug and then
she said, ‘Daddy, are you going to die?’” he said. “What do
you say to a 6-year-old that asks you that?”

Major Stokstad’s current deployment is his first in 15
years of service.

Regardless of the grueling flight to his deployed
location, he said “the feeling of being deployed” settled in
only after arriving and changing into his desert camouflage
uniform.

“When the sun started to rise, looking around you felt
like you were on a concrete planet,” he said. “You couldn’t
see the horizon, so it felt like you were on this block of
cement and rocks.” 

The scenery was not the only modification made to
Major Stokstad’s surroundings. 

The pace of operations was staggering, the work hours
unending and the environment exhilarating. 

“One day, we were eating in the dining facility and the

base experienced a rocket attack. The alarm went off and
hundreds of Air Force and Army members all dove under
the tables. That was a memory. Everyone ate their lunches
under the tables.

“There’s nothing quite like being under a mortar or
rocket attack,” Major Stokstad said. “It’s like being in a
lightning storm. You’re just hoping to God the bolt doesn’t
come near you.”

Trepidation and dangers aside, Airmen realize their
efforts serve a valuable mission.

“It’s certainly difficult to leave your family and go to a

dangerous location,” Major Stokstad said. “However, this
has been the opportunity of a lifetime — to experience
firsthand what we all signed up for. 

“To serve. To stand in the gap for our country. To put
ourselves on the line to make a difference. To face the
enemy on their territory. To overcome fear and uncertainty.
It’s the perspective of serving no one should miss out on.”

(Editor’s note: The family support center offers a variety
of programs for families of deployed servicemembers. For
more information, call Tech. Sgt. Jamey Coleman at Ext.
2790.)

While the Air Force may reimburse people for some losses in government
quarters, it does not provide the coverage provided by a regular insurance policy.

Renter’s insurance can cover losses sustained from natural disasters, property theft
and more. This may prove especially important for deploying airmen leaving their

household goods behind. For more information, contact a first sergeant or an
insurance agency on how to protect homes and personal property.

Courtesy photo
Tech. Sgt Mark Deahl, 14th Flying Training Wing Comptroller Flight, inventories $1.6 million prior to going into
the vault. Sergeant Deahl is deployed to southwest Asia and is a pay agent for the 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing.
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Catholic
Sunday
9:15 a.m. — Mass 
10:30 a.m. — CCD
5 p.m. — Confessions
5:30 p.m. — SUPT Mass
Protestant
Sunday 
9 a.m. — Sunday school
10:45 a.m.— Traditional worship
1 p.m. — Contemporary worship
Tuesday
Noon — Lunch and Bible study
Wednesday
5:30 p.m. — Dinner and Bible study
7 p.m. — Choir rehearsal
Jewish
Saturday
8 p.m. — Passover observance at

Temple B’Nai Israel, 717 2nd Ave.
North, Columbus, Miss.

For other services, call the chapel
at Ext. 2500.

All movies are shown at 7 p.m.,
unless otherwise noted, at the theater. 

Today
“Starsky and Hutch” (PG-13, drug

content, sexual situations, partial nudi-
ty, language and some violence, 100
min.)

Starring: Ben Stiller and Owen
Wilson.

Saturday
“Agent Cody Banks 2: Destination

London” (Showing at 2 p.m., PG,
action violence, mild language and
some sensual content, 100 min.)

Starring: Frankie Muniz and
Anthony Anderson.

“Hidalgo” (Showing at 7 p.m., PG-
13, adventure violence and some mild
innuendo, 136 min.)

Starring: Viggo Mortensen and
Omar Sharif.

For more information about movies,
visit www.cafbgrapevine.com.

BLAZE 64 offers announcements
for people living in base housing or
the dormitories. For more informa-
tion, call public affairs at Ext. 7068.

Weekdays
9 a.m., noon and 2 p.m.

Air Force Television News

(Editor’s note: All activities are offered at
the family support center unless otherwise
specified. For more information, call Ext.
2790.)

Credit class: A class on how to establish
and manage credit is at 11 a.m. Tuesday. It
also discusses the advantages and disadvan-
tages of credit cards.

Managing stress: A seminar on manag-
ing stress is at 1 p.m. Wednesday. It identi-
fies current communication skills, teaches
new skills and how to manage stress by
proper communications.

Interpersonal communications: This
seminar is at 3:15 p.m. Wednesday. It uses
interactive role-play to identify and practice
effective communication skills using
assertive versus aggressive techniques.

Resumes: A workshop on different types
of resumes and how to write an effective one
is from 10 to 11 a.m. May 5.

Bundles of Joy: A workshop for active-
duty Air Force spouses who are pregnant or
have a child six months old or younger is
from 2 to 4 p.m. May 6. Speakers will pro-
vide information about finances, labor and
delivery, and infant care. The Air Force Aid
Society provides a gift package valued at
more than $50.

Remote/deployment briefing: Military
personnel going remote or being deployed
must attend a mandatory briefing held daily
at 9 a.m.

Teddy Bear Program: The family sup-
port center and Mississippi State Troopers
have partnered to solicit and collect stuffed
animals or “hugging” type toys in support of
this program. The state troopers travel with
these toys, used to comfort children whose
families are involved in accidents, traffic
stops and domestic calls. Drop clean stuffed
animals off at the family support center.

Calling cards: Free $20 value calling
cards, sponsored by the Air Force Aid
Society, are available to all personnel going
on temporary tours of duty for 30 days or
longer. Cards must be issued to military ser-

vicemembers. For more information, call
Tech. Sgt. Jamey Coleman at Ext. 2794.

Air Force Aid Society: The AFAS offers
24-hour emergency assistance. Possible aid
includes interest-free loans, grants, food,
utilities, car repairs and emergency travel.

International women’s group: A
women’s group for wives of international
military members at Columbus AFB meets
from noon to 2 p.m. Monday at the chapel
annex. A meal is provided, and international
dishes are welcome, as well. This is an
opportunity for international women to gath-
er and share a culturally diverse experience.
For more information, call Liisi Herring at
356-9267.

Thrift shop: The thrift shop, located at
Building 345 C Street, is open Tuesdays
from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and Thursdays
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Spring and summer items are now being
accepted, and consignments are taken until
one hour before closing.  A thrift shop gar-
age sale is from 9 to 11 a.m. May 1.
Volunteers are welcome. For more informa-
tion, call Ext. 2954.

OSC social: The Columbus Officers’
Spouses’ Club holds its next social at the
Columbus Club at 6:30 p.m. May 11,
hosted by the COSC board. Activities
include Southern Belle Bingo and elec-
tion of COSC officers for 2004-2005. The
menu is fried chicken. Cost is $10 per
person, and club members receive a $2
discount. New members are welcome. For
reservations, call Lisa Davis at 434-8723
or e-mail airtex60@yahoo.com by noon
May 4. 

CLEP exams: New CLEP exams avail-
able at the education center include: CLEP
generals: English composition without
essay, social science and history, natural sci-
ences, humanities and college mathematics;
CLEP subjects: Principles of management,
freshman college composition, college alge-
bra, information systems, U.S. history I,
U.S. history II, analyzing and interpreting
literature, introductory sociology and intro-
ductory psychology. 

Airman Cecilia Rodriguez

Tea for two
Latoya Marble, youth programs specialist, serves cookies and crackers to
Meta Koene, 7,  and Janea Wardlaw, 7, at a tea party during the youth cen-
ter spring break day camp. Registration for the center’s summer day camp
has begun. Space is limited. To register children, call Ext. 2504.

FAMILY
SUPPORT

BASE
NOTES

AT THE CHAPEL

CHANNEL 64

AT THE MOVIES
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Variety of programs available to base families
Catfish buffet: The Columbus Club offers an all-you-can-

eat catfish buffet from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays. Cost is
$5.95 for members and $7.95 for nonmembers. 

Customers may still order off the a la carte menu. Call Ext.
2490.

Club card drawings: The Landing Lounge and enlisted
lounge offer a club card drawing for cash every Friday night
around 6:30 p.m. Cardholders must be present to win. Call
Ext. 2490.

Techno ’80s night: The enlisted lounge features an ’80s
theme with techno music from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. today. Call
Ext. 2490.

Play NTN games: The enlisted lounge now offers free
NTN games for members and $2 for two hours for non-
members. The lounge is open Friday nights. Call Ext. 2489.

Silver Star casino trip: The information, ticket and travel
office offers this trip today. Cost is $15 per person and
includes transportation and $15 in coins. The bus leaves the
community center parking lot at 5:30 p.m. For reservations,
call Ext. 7861.

National Library Week poem contest: Registration
for this annual contest hosted by the base library starts
Sunday. Themes for poems must relate to “Vote 4 Books,
Elect 2 Read” and must be a minimum of 30 words. 

Contest categories are grades 1 to 3, grades 4 to 6,
grades 7 to 12 and adults. All entries are due by 5 p.m.
Thursday. Entries will be displayed for public voting April
23 to April 25. 

Type or print all entries on an 8.5 x 11 inch sheet of
white paper. Do not write names on entries. Each entry
will be assigned a number. One winner will be chosen per
age category. Call Ext. 2934.

Space Camp deadline Tuesday: Applications for the Air
Force Space Camp held at the U.S. Space and Rocket Center
in Huntsville, Ala., are available at the youth center. Teens
interested in fun, educational experiences in space science
and aviation should apply. 

The camp is divided into two age divisions: age 12 to 14
participate in the Space Academy held Aug. 1 to Aug. 6.
Ages 15 to 18 participate in the Advanced Space Academy
held July 31 to Aug. 6. 

The deadline to submit an application for this camp is
Tuesday. This program is offered to family members of
active duty military personnel assigned to or living on an Air
Force base, Air Force retired military, civilian employees,
guard and reserve members. Call Ext. 2504.

Preschool bike parade: The child development center’s
preschoolers will participate in a bike parade at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday. An all-CDC children’s parade is at 9 a.m.
April 29. Call Ext. 2479.

Family fun day: The information, ticket and travel office
offers a family fun trip to Tuscaloosa, Ala., April 24 to visit
the Children’s Hands-on Museum and Chuck E. Cheese.
Cost is $20 per person and includes a ticket to the museum

and transportation. The bus departs at 9 a.m. from the com-
munity center parking lot and returns at 4 p.m. Call Ext.
7861.

Beale Street Music Festival: Register early for this trip to
Memphis, Tenn., May 1 and May 2. Cost is $125 per person
and includes transportation and two nights’ lodging (double
occupancy). Tickets are sold separately  for the concerts. 

The bus leaves the community center parking lot at 9 a.m.
A $50 deposit is required when registering. Call Ext. 7861.

Adult and youth crafts classes: The skills development
center offers craft classes for adults on Tuesday and for youth
on Wednesdays. A display of the crafts projects is avail-
able at the center. To sign up, call Ext. 7836.

Drop-in care available: The child development center
offers drop in care Monday through Friday from 6 a.m. to
6 p.m. Cost is $3 per hour. For reservations, call Ext.
2479.

Birthday Parties: Strike Zone Lanes offers three different
birthday party packages ranging in price from $3.50 to $4.75
per person. Stop by to pick up a brochure on what is offered
with each package. Call Ext. 2426.

Quick shot bingo: The bowling center offers quick shot
bingo anytime during normal business hours. Cash prizes are
awarded. Cards are $1 each. Call Ext. 2426.

Vacation packages available: The information, ticket and
travel office, located at outdoor recreation, offers vacation,
cruise and airline packages. Call Ext. 7861.

Dance classes: The youth center offers dance classes in
tap, jazz and ballet. Ages 5 to 7 may register for the prepara-
tory dance classes offered Mondays at 4:30 p.m., ages 8 to 13
may register for the Jazz II classes Tuesdays, ages 3 to 4 may
take the creative movement classes at 4:30 p.m. Thursdays
and adults may register for the Jazz Dance classes at 5:30
p.m. Thursdays. Call Ext. 2504.

Pam Wickham

Got milk?
Cedrick Ellis, 2, enjoys a cup of milk while Abigail Armstrong, 2, pours herself a cup to go with her
French toast breakfast. The child development center has openings in all age groups. The Month of the
Military Child CDC open house is from 4 to 6 p.m. Monday. Parents may register their children, ages 3
to 5, for the summer playgroup beginning May 24. Call Ext. 2479.
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Fun run
The fitness center offers a fun run at 11 a.m. today.

Call Ext. 2772.

Cosmic no-tap bowling
This family fun bowling event  is from 7 to 10 p.m.

today. Players must register by 6:45 p.m. Cost is $10 per
person. Call Ext. 2426.

Women’s softball team
All Columbus AFB community females 18 and older

are invited to join an all-female softball team. The team
will compete in the regular intramural softball season. 

Active-duty military females will need to contact the
fitness center for a player release letter. To sign up, call
Staff Sgt. Dori Gilder at Ext. 2019 or Staff Sgt. Eric
Rascoe at Ext. 2772 by close of business today.  

Rugby festival
Mississippi State University in Starkville hosts Ruck 'em

Up Fest, a rugby festival, at 11 a.m. Saturday  and Sunday at
The Sportsplex on Lynn Lane in Starkville, Miss. Teams
from colleges such as Louisiana State University, University

of Southern Mississippi and Arkansas State will be repre-
sented. For more information, call Sara Mize at (662) 312-
7272 or Miranda Bast (662) 372-0041.

Honorary commanders’ tournament
A four-person team honorary commander tournament

is at 12:30 p.m. Saturday. For more information, call
Ext. 7073.

Sunday golf scramble
Whispering Pines Golf Course offers a scramble at 1 p.m.

every Sunday. Players must register by 12:30 p.m. Entry is
$5 plus greens fees. Call Ext. 7932.

Family bowling
The bowling center offers family bowling all day Sundays

and Wednesdays. Cost is $1.50 per game and shoe rental is
free. Call Ext. 2426. 

Golf scramble fundraiser
A golf scramble benefit for Boy Scout Troop 52 is at

9:30 a.m. April 24 at Whispering Pines Golf Course. The

fundraiser is a four-person nine-hole scramble, and is open
to all civilian and military golfers.

Cost is $25 per person, including green fees, a barbecued
burger lunch and prizes. The registration deadline is Monday.
Afterward, cost is $30. To register, call the Whispering Pines
Golf Course at Ext. 7932.

All star basketball camp
Applications are now being accepted for the Ten Star All

Star Basketball Camp. The camp is by invitation only, and
boys and girls ages 10 to 19 are eligible. Players from 50
states and 11 foreign countries attended the 2003 camp. For
a free brochure, call (704) 373-0873.

Summer bowling league
A sanctioned summer bowling league begins May 17 and

ends Aug. 21. Cost is $10 per night. Call Ext. 2426.

Youth teeball
The youth center is seeking volunteers to coach the

upcoming youth teeball season. For more information, call
Ext. 2504.

SFS serves MDG in round three of volleyball tournament
Airman 1st Class Boto Best
Public Affairs

The 14th Security Forces Squadron put the 14th Medical
Group to the “net skills test” and swept them in 2 games
straight during round three of the intramural volleyball
tournament Tuesday night at the sports and fitness center.

Game one was an easy win for SFS, with a score of
15-1.

“All we had to do was get the ball over there,” said
Carlton White, 14th SFS. 

The cops scored seven points before the MedGroup
scored its only point in game one. 

But luck must have been in right court because once
they changed sides for game two, the MedGroup was on a
roll. 

The team scored seven points straight before SFS ever
got to serve. Leading game two with a score of 11-2, it
looked as though the MedGroup would pass the test the
second time around. 

But SFS pulled the plug with a comeback, winning game
two with a score of 15-12. 

“It was a good game,” said Deana Franklin, MedGroup
team captain. “We held our own, pulled together and got
some points on the board in the second game. I’m confi-
dent in our team, and hopefully, with more people on our
team, we’ll do even better in the next game.” 

Five teams are competing for the commander’s trophy in
the 2004 intramurals. 

The 14th Services Division also got served by the 48th
Flying Training Squadron in a match Tuesday night, the
48th FTS winning with a score of 15-6 in game one and
15-6 in game two. 

SFS is currently in the lead with two wins, no losses and

61 points. The 48th FTS is in second place with two wins,
one loss and 60 points. Next in rank is the 14th Mission
Support Squadron, holding third place with one win, one
loss and 50 points. The 14th SVS is in fourth place with

one win, two losses and 60 points. The 14th MDG, for all
their efforts, may have to play right court more often. 

But for now, they’re proudly holding fifth place with no
wins, two losses and 20 points.

Airman 1st Class Boto Best
Emily Johnson, 14th Medical Group, anticipates a volley as Michael Godlewski, 14th Security Forces
Squadron, sends the ball over the net. Intramural volleyball tournament games are at 6 and 7 p.m. Tuesdays
and Thursdays at the sports and fitness center. For more information, call Ext. 2772.
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Air show: “Wings Over Meridian” takes place Saturday
and Sunday at Meridian Naval Air Station, Miss. Gates
open at 9 a.m. to the public, and admission is free. 

The show features the Navy’s Blue Angels, the Black
Daggers of the U.S. Army Special Operations Command
Parachute Demonstration Team, the Pitts Specials
Formation Aerobatic Team, the Air Force’s Air Combat
Command A-10 and P-51 Heritage Flight, and more. 

For more information and directions, visit www.meridi-
anairshow.com.

Columbus District LitFest: Starkville’s first literary
festival will take place Thursday and April 23 at the city’s
library. The event features authors and experts in fields
ranging from Southern culinary culture, to poetry and how
to get published. Registration takes place from 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. April 22 at the library, and sessions are con-
ducted both days. For more information about this event,
call 323-2766 or e-mail kidsbooks2002@yahoo.com.

Decoration Day ceremonies: Area residents observe
Decoration Day at 4 p.m. April 25 at Friendship
Cemetery. The event commemorates the original
Decoration Day, which honored Union and Confederate
soldiers and was a precursor of national Memorial Day.

Mothers of Preschoolers: MOPS moms gather at
Hope Community Church twice a month for encourage-
ment and socialization. Meeting dates for this year are
April 27 and May 11 from 9 to 11 a.m. 

Childcare is provided for children up to 6 years old.
For more information or to make reservations, call 434-
6862.

Sesame Street Live production: The Mississippi
State University Music Maker Production presents
Sesame Street Live’s “Everyone makes music” at the
school’s Humphrey Coliseum April 30 at 7 p.m., May 1
at 10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. and May 2 at 2 p.m. 

All seats are reserved, and tickets are on sale now.
Tickets can be bought at locations in Columbus,
Starkville and Tupelo, Miss. For more information, call
325-4201 or visit www.humphreycoliseum.msstate.edu.

McRae’s charity sale: Specialized Undergraduate
Pilot Training Class 04-15 is participating in McRae’s
Spring charity sale from 7 to 11 a.m. May 1 at the store
in downtown Columbus. Tickets are $5 and include $5
off a $25 purchase coupon, good through May 5, a free
gift wrap coupon and a chance to win a $100 merchan-
dise certificate. Ticket holders will have exclusive
access to sales and specials throughout the store for this
event only. 

Ticket sales and part of actual merchandise sales will
be donated to charity. For more information or to buy
tickets, contact Lisha Peacock at 434-8703.

For more event listings, visit www.columbus-ms.org.

BARGAIN LINE

Bargain Line advertisement
The Bargain Line is free for all military members (including guard and reserve members), DOD civilians, military retirees, family mem-
bers and contract employees.
Bargain Line advertisements must be turned in to the Silver Wings office in the 14th Flying Training Wing headquarters building by noon
Monday to be included in the following week's issue. Late ads will be held over for the next issue.
Reruns must be phoned in to the Silver Wings office, 434-7068, by noon Monday for inclusion in the next week's issue. Please do not re-
submit ads for rerun on this form. Advertisements should contain a home phone number, home address or both. Duty phone numbers will
not appear in the ads.
Advertisements for private businesses or services providing a continuous source of income, such as baby-sitting or rental property, may
not appear in the Bargain Line. They may, however, be purchased through the Silver Wings publisher, 328-2424. Please fill out this form
completely. The Silver Wings staff reserves the right to edit ads as necessary.

Type of advertisement (circle one): Home          Transportation          Miscellaneous          Yard sales          Pets

Print advertisement:

Name:

Home Telephone #:                                              Duty Telephone #: 
(in case we need more information)

Please let us know what you think of the Silver Wings:
Are you happy with the Silver Wings?     Yes No 
What would you like to see more of in the newspaper?     News Sports Photos 
If you would like to give any other suggestions, please e-mail us at silverwings@columbus.af.mil.


